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Lethal Injection Electrocution Lethal gas Hanging Firing Squad
Alabamaa Alabamaa Arizonaa,b Delawarea,c Idahoa

Arizonaa,b Arkansasa,d Californiaa New Hampshirea,e Oklahomaf

Arkansasa,d Floridaa Missouria Washingtona Utahg

Californiaa Illinoisa,h Wyomingi

Colorado Kentuckya,j

Connecticut Oklahomaf

Delawarea,c South Carolinaa

Floridaa Tennesseea,k

Georgia Virginiaa

Idahoa

Illinoisa

Indiana
Kansas
Kentuckya,j

Louisiana
Maryland
Mississippi
Missouria

Montana
Nevada
New Hampshirea

New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahomaa

Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Carolinaa

South Dakota
Tennesseea,k

Texas
Utaha

Virginiaa

Washingtona

Wyominga

kAuthorizes lethal injection for those whose capital offense occurred after December 31, 1998; those who committed the offense 
before that date may select electrocution by written waiver.

Table 2. Method of execution, by state, 2008

dAuthorizes lethal injection for those whose offense occurred on or after July 4, 1983; inmates whose offense occurred before that 
date may select lethal injection or electrocution.
eAuthorizes hanging only if lethal injection cannot be given.
fAuthorizes electrocution if lethal injection is held to be unconstitutional, and firing squad if both lethal injection and electrocution are 
held to be unconstitutional.
gAuthorizes firing squad if lethal injection is held unconstitutional. Inmates who selected execution by firing squad prior to May 3, 
2004, may still be entitled to execution by that method.

Note: The method of execution of Federal prisoners is lethal injection, pursuant to 28 CFR, Part 26. For offenses under the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, the execution method is that of the State in which the conviction took place (18 
U.S.C. 3596). In February 2008, the Nebraska Supreme Court ruled that electrocution violated the state's constitution. As of 
12/31/2008, Nebraska had no authorized method of execution.
aAuthorizes two methods of execution.
bAuthorizes lethal injection for persons sentenced after November 15, 1992; inmates sentenced before that date may select lethal 
injection or gas.
cAuthorizes lethal injection for those whose capital offense occurred on or after June 13, 1986; those who committed the offense 
before that date may select lethal injection or hanging.

hAuthorizes electrocution only if lethal injection is held illegal or unconstitutional.
iAuthorizes lethal gas if lethal injection is held to be unconstitutional.
jAuthorizes lethal injection for persons sentenced on or after March 31, 1998; inmates sentenced before that date may select lethal 
injection or electrocution.



Table 3. Federal capital offenses, 2008

Statute Description
8 U.S.C. 1342 Murder related to the smuggling of aliens.
18 U.S.C. 32-34 Destruction of aircraft, motor vehicles, or related facilities resulting in death. 
18 U.S.C. 36 Murder committed during a drug-related drive-by shooting. 
18 U.S.C. 37 Murder committed at an airport serving international civil aviation.
18 U.S.C. 115(b)(3) [by cross-
reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111] Retaliatory murder of a member of the immediate family of law enforcement officials.
18 U.S.C. 241, 242, 245, 247 Civil rights offenses resulting in death. 
18 U.S.C. 351 [by cross-reference 
to 18 U.S.C. 1111] Murder of a member of  Congress, an important executive official, or a Supreme Court Justice.
18 U.S.C. 794 Espionage.

18 U.S.C. 844(d), (f), (i)
Death resulting from offenses involving transportation of explosives, destruction of government 
property, or destruction of property related to foreign or interstate commerce.

18 U.S.C. 924(i) Murder committed by the use of a firearm during a crime of violence or a drug-trafficking crime.
18 U.S.C. 930 Murder committed in a Federal Government facility.
18 U.S.C. 1091 Genocide.
18 U.S.C. 1111 First-degree murder.
18 U.S.C. 1114 Murder of a federal judge or law enforcement official.
18 U.S.C. 1116 Murder of a foreign official.
18 U.S.C. 1118 Murder by a federal prisoner.
18 U.S.C. 1119 Murder of a U.S. national in a foreign country.
18 U.S.C. 1120 Murder by an escaped federal prisoner already sentenced to life imprisonment.

18 U.S.C. 1121
Murder of a state or local law enforcement official or other person aiding in a federal investigation; 
murder of a state correctional officer.

18 U.S.C. 1201 Murder during a kidnapping.
18 U.S.C. 1203 Murder during a hostage taking.
18 U.S.C. 1503 Murder of a court officer or juror.
18 U.S.C. 1512 Murder with the intent of preventing testimony by a witness, victim, or informant.
18 U.S.C. 1513 Retaliatory murder of a witness, victim, or informant.
18 U.S.C. 1716 Mailing of injurious articles with intent to kill or resulting in death.
18 U.S.C. 1751[by cross-reference  
to 18 U.S.C. 1111] Assassination or kidnapping resulting in the death of the President or Vice President.
18 U.S.C. 1958 Murder for hire.
18 U.S.C. 1959 Murder involved in a racketeering offense.
18 U.S.C. 1992 Willful wrecking of a train resulting in death.
18 U.S.C. 2113 Bank-robbery-related murder or kidnapping.
18 U.S.C. 2119 Murder related to a carjacking.
18 U.S.C. 2245 Murder related to rape or child molestation.
18 U.S.C. 2251 Murder related to sexual exploitation of children.
18 U.S.C. 2280 Murder committed during an offense against maritime navigation.
18 U.S.C. 2281 Murder committed during an offense against a maritime fixed platform.
18 U.S.C. 2332 Terrorist murder of a U.S. national in another country.
18 U.S.C. 2332a Murder by the use of a weapon of mass destruction.
18 U.S.C. 2340 Murder involving torture.
18 U.S.C. 2381 Treason.

21 U.S.C. 848(e)
Murder related to a continuing criminal enterprise or related murder of a federal, state, or local law 
enforcement officer.

49 U.S.C. 1472-1473 Death resulting from aircraft hijacking.




